
NEW ENGLAND FILIPINO-AMEzuCAN' INCORPORATED

Constitution and BYlaws

ARTICLE I Q'{ame)

This organi zattonshall be known as New England Filipino-American' Incorporated' It

may be referred to in ittis Aocument as NEF'A:I' Its addiess shall be located at the

residence of the ..rr..rripr"sident u"a itt U"*iness address shall be designated by the

Board of Governors'

ARTICLE II $lature)

The organi zationshall be non-profit, non-sectarian' and non-political otgatization of

Filipinos, Filipino-Am"ri.*r,-A*.ri"urr, *a othei nationalities who support the ideals

for which the organization was established'

ARTICLE III ( Purposes and Objectives)

The New England Filipino-American, Incorporated shall be an organization' through this

constitution *a Uylu*t under God' dedicated to the following:

l.TopromotethegeneraladvancementofFilipinosandFilipino-Americans
residing

2.T'
role

colnmon

in the New England States;

o generate a collectlle u*u."n.tt as an integral part of the society and of the

we shall play in the community towards positive and meaningful involvement;

3. To promote camar.ade,i., f.11o-,hip, and a keener understanding of our

problem and the solution thereof;

o promote the culturJ,^r".irf, civic, and economic well-being of its members;

o Irrpport the educational and charitable activities of its members;

To secure the preservation of identity as we assimilate our way of life into the

mainstream of American society; and

4.7
5.7
6.

7. To engage in other business incident to its existence'

ARTICLE IV ( Activities and Disposition of Funds)

NopartofthenetearningsofNEFAlshallbetothebenefitofortobedistributed
to its members, officers, or other private ferson, except that NEFAI shall be authorized

and empowered to provide assistance o, io puy reasonable compensation of services

rendered for the fi[therance of the p,rrpor", set forth in Article III number 4 and 5'

Notwithstanairg, uw oiher pro,rision or*re constitution, NEFAI shall not caffy on any

activities not permitted to be carried on by corporation exempt from le{e-r1l
Income Tax under i."tion 501(CX3) of tire Iniernal Revenue Code of 1954 or the



coffespondingprovisionofanyfutureUnitedStateslntemalRevenueLaw,orby
corporation to *rri"r, 

"orri.iu,riions 
are aeJ,r"tiure under section 170(cx2) of the Internal

Revenue code of 1g54 orthe correspo*Ji"g provision of any future united states

Internal Revenue Law

which funds are requested'

The making of grants and contribulions and otherwise rendering financial assistance

for the purposes "*p,*,"a 
in Article rrr ""-u.. 

4 and5 of the by-laws of NEFAI shall

be within the exclusive powel of the ry"t"ti"t council and furtherance of NEFAI',s

purposes,andthee".'"ti,.Councilshallhavethepowertomakegrantstoany
organizatio, org*rr.d and operat"A .r.f"t^i*fy ior charitable' scientific' or educational

purposes with the *;;G oi Section diac;i i orrn..cg.d., ihe Executive council shal1

review all requests fot ruriO from other orianrzatioll.th{l require that such request

specify the use to *fri"f, ifr" funds *ff U."p"t, and-if the Executive Council approves the

request, shall author#'p"v*.", of such n-Ot to the approved grantee; the Executive

Council shall require;il;h;;;"", tu*i,t' a periodic accounting to show that the

funds were expended for the purpose *hi.h;;t':" approved by the Executive council;

and the Executive Councif *uy,i, its absolute discretion refuse to make any grants or

contribution or oth;;;r. .""4"i frrr*"iJ utsistance to or for any or all purposes for

In the event of dissolution, all of the remaining assets and property of NEFAI will'

after necesr*y ""p"rr., 
iher"oi be distributed toinothet organization exempt under the

Internal Revenue code 501(c)(3) or.";;6;"ding provisions of any subsequent Federal

Tax Laws, or the Federal Govemment, state or Local govertment for public pu{poses'

ARTICLE V (MembershiP)

1. Filipinos, Filipino-Ameticans, Americans, and other nationalities that recognize

the orgatization's objectives regardless of creed, color, or occupation shall be eligible to

Jom.

2. It shall be the duty of every member to conscientiously seek to-understand' adhere'

and exempfif, UV deeds ihe stated purposes and objectives of the organization'

ARTICLE VI (MembershiP Dues)

1. Families shall be counted as members (husband and-wife and each unmarried

children of fegJ age, eighteen (18) and under shall be counted as one member'

Each member shali p"y iannual dues or lifetime membership.

2.Theamount of annuai dues and lifetime membership wi11be prescribed by the

Board of Governors'

ARTICLE VII (Officers and their Duties)

Section 1. The officers of the organization shall be the President, Executive Vice



president, vice president, Secretary, Assistant secretary, Treasuret, Assistant

Treasurer, Auditor, g.rrir"r, Manager(j, u"i puuric Relations officer(s) and

Sargent-at-Arms. rir"., o6.ers shall rJ*f"r"11re Executive council' Additional

officersshallbeappointedbythePresidentapprovedbytheBoardof
Governors

Section

A.

SO,

B.

C.

D.

A. The officers shall be elected every two (2) years' 
-

B. The new electeA oin""., shall beinsta[Ld into office on the day prescribed by the

Board of Govemors'
C. A1l officers *" ""p"ola 

to attend regular meetings and special meetings called by

the President.

D.Anyofficerwhobearstheintentiontoresignhis/herofficeshalltenderaletterof
resignation'

2. Qualifications of Candidates'

A candidate shall be a member with personal integrity and with the courage to

express u, ud,",,ury positlon against one of popular support when, by doing

best interests of the orgarization are served'

A candidate must po.r*r, the wisdom and perspective essential to enlightened

leadershiP and decision making'

A candidate must be able to show commitments and dedication to the

or ganization' s planned activities'

AU candidates must be lifetime paid member of NEFAI'

Section 3. Duties of the Officers'

A. The President:

l.Shallcallandpresideatallmeetingsoftheorganization;
2. Shall administer the affairs of and iepresent the organization in all matters;

3. Shall appoint the Chairpersons and coordinate activities of a1l committees;

4. Shail Ui'.mpo"rible foi the enforcement of the Constitution and Bylaws,

rules
andregulations,andpoiiciesoftheotgantzation;and

5. Shall up"pro,r" and sign contracts, forms, and other related documents on

behalf
of the organization.

B. The Executive Vice President:

1. Shall preside and assume the duties of the President in his/her absence'

incapacity, or resignation;

2. Sha11 assist the presldent in the overall supervision and coordination of

activities; and



l.Shailassumetheduties,responsibilities,andauthoritiesoftheExecutive
Vice president in,h" ;;;"" of both the President and Executive Vice President'

D. The Secretary andlorthe Assistant Secretary:

1 . shal1 record the minutes of all meetings and proceedings of the

organization; , a,r - n__^^-.+i-,^ /-^,,-nil Rnarri of Governors"
2,ShallkeeptheminutesoftheExecutiveCouncil,BoardofGov

and general meetings; and

3. Sfrr'ii f'""t custody of all records' books' documents' and files'

E. The Treasurer andlot Assistant Treasurer:

l.Shallhavecustodyoffundsandcollectduesandassessments;
2.Shallcollectanddepositmoniesoftheorganizationtotheappropriate

bank
accounts;

3. Shall disburse funds as directed by the President with the resolution of the

Board of Governors;

4. Shal1 keep proper books ofa1l accounts ofthe orgatization;

i. Silip*p;" periodic financial report to be presented during meetings;

6. Shall assist the President in the preparation ofan annual budget'

3. Shall coordinate all committees dealing with internal and external affairs'

C. The Vice President:

F. The Auditor:

G

functions

and

the

1. Shall perform and audit of the orgarization's financial books quarterly; and

2. Shall submit his/her written report to the President prior to the induction of

newlY elected officers.

The Business Manager(s):

1. Shall be in charge of ail logistical matters pertaining to all affairs an

of the otganization;
2. Shall be responsiblein providing administrative back-up to the Executive

Vice



of the

H. The Public Relations Officer(s)

1. Shall be the personal representative of the organization in all civic and

public
affairs;

Z. Sfrafi U"responsible with the duties that require liaison with government

authorities and the media; and

:. srrarr be responsible for the publication and distribution of the

organization's
neu'sletter.

I. The Sargent-at-Arms:

1, Shall maintain order and decorum at all meetings: and

2'shallperformdutiesasdirectedbythepresidingofficer

ARTICLE VIII ( Board of Directors)

The Board of Directors shall composed of at least six (6) members duly elected by

the general assemUty. This exclusive body shall formulate such rules and

regulations
not otherwise provided in or contrary to the Constitution and Bylaws of NEFAI'

The
Chairperson of the Board of directors shall be eiected by the members of the

board.

ARTICLE IX (Board of Governors)

The Board of Governors shall be composed of the Executive council and the

Board

President and vice President in the internal and extemal administration

organization upon instruction from the President; and

3. Shall be in charg" or,t'" Ways and Means committee unless otherwise

designated by the Board of Governors'

of Directors. The Board of Governors sha1l be chaired by the President and shall

have the authority to promulgate policies, activities, plan meetings, call and hold

special meetings and confer;..t. Th. President shall delegate authority when

,ri""rrury, authorizes fund disbursement, and press releases'



ARTICLE X (Meetings)

1. The Board of Governors shail hold a meeting once a month'

2. The general assembly meeting shall be once a year'

3. The m.eting ,hrii U. .ufi.d tJorder at the time and date prescribed by the

President as soon as a quorum is declared'

4. Fifty "r";;;;; 
(stw>trtn" -.-uers of the Board of Governors shall

constitute a quorum for transaction of business at any regular or special

meeting. i ----r-^-^L:- -L^11 ^^ncfitrrfe a r

5.Fiftyonepercent(s|%)ofthegeneralmembershipshaliconstituteaquorumm
thi general assemblY meeting'

6. A special meeting may be caitzo by the President or the chairperson of the

Board 
of Govemors of this organization. No business shall be transacted at a special

meeting other than which is called for'

7. Attendance of scheduled meeting is expected from every member of the

Board of
Governors.Amembermaybeexcusedfromthemeetingifhe/sheinfbrms

the
Secretar-v or the President u,ithin forty eight (48) hours prior to the

scheduled
Meeting.

ARTICLER XI (Amendments)

1. Amendments to any original provision of this constitution and Bylaws of

NE,FAIshallbethesoleresponsibilityoftheBoardofGovernors.

forsuchamendmentsmaybesubmittedinwritingbyanymember,but

BoardofGovernorsshallhavethepowertotakeanyactiononsuch

2. Atyamendment shall require the affirmative vote of a simple majority of

members of the Board of Govemors. A simple majority vote of the general

Assemblyshallberequiredtofinallyratifysuchamendment.

Proposals

onl1'the

proposal.

all


